
 
 

 Notes from the Director 
By: Rev. Roger Lutze, Executive Director 
 

MISSION’S WORD OF THANKS: 

In the past quarter we have had a large number of 

volunteers that came to help us out with several 
projects.  Sorting clothing, getting the Christmas 
decorations and gifts ready, raking leaves, and of 

course the continual cleaning. 

Our volunteers are special to us and we appreciate 
everyone who comes to spend a few hours at the 

Mission to help carry the load. 

 

Thanksgiving News 

Thanksgiving Day is always one of excitement and 
fun.  We had around 30 wonderful volunteers come 

to help us feed approximately 100 people who 
came in for dinner. As always, the meal was a huge 
success! 

 

Volunteers serving loaded up plates! 
 

Christmas Notes 

Christmas is a wonderful time of year that I 
continue to look forward to even as I get older.    

The amazement of the childhood Christmas may 

have passed, but it has been replaced with an 

amazement of the love of God who would send His 

only Son to be born in a stable. He has given 
JESUS, His gift of love to a world in need, a lost 
world, a world that did not recognize Him or 

acknowledge Him and He came so that we might 
have a new life in Him. 

Many stories could be told about the children and 

adults that come into the Christmas House each 
year.   Stories like the mother who came to the 
dinner and went home with a turkey large enough 

to feed her family a great Christmas dinner, or the 
story told me by one of the workers in the 
Christmas Gift House of a young girl without a 

warm winter coat and without socks that came in 
to choose a Christmas gift or two.  When she left 
she not only had some Christmas toys, but a new 

snowsuit and warm dry socks for her feet.  If we 
do not see the need around us, then we miss the 
opportunities that God gives us to share His love, 

and the opportunity to make a difference in the 
lives of many children and adults.  Your gifts to the 
Eastside Mission are what make these stories such 

a blessing.  It is the continued partnering of people 
like you, and the Eastside Mission that make it 
possible to touch so many lives. 

 

Gary Rayment as Santa 

By the time you receive this, Christmas 2009 will be 
just a memory and we will be in the busy first 
month of 2010.  A New Year with new challenges, 

new hope, and with new opportunities to be the 
hands and feet of Christ to a lost world.  Thank you 
for all you have done for us in 2009, and I look 

forward to you support throughout 2010. 

January 2010 
 



Please enjoy just a few of the many memories that 
were shared during our Christmas Celebration!  

Special thanks to all of the many volunteers that 
came to help serve over 450 meals and give help 
distribute countless presents to help make the day 

special!   

 
Cake anyone? 

 

 
Cake provided by: The Cake Ladies 

 

 
Gary Rayment as Santa, Sammi Justice Mrs. Clause, 
and Judy of The Costume Shop in Fenton, as the Elf 

 

 
Jim and Ed supervising the kitchen! 

 
 

 
Look at the size of that turkey! 

 

 
Full house for the Christmas Celebration! 

 

A New Year é A New Budget 

The Mission Board has adopted our new budget for 

2010, and again we are trying to contain the costs 
wherever possible while still offering help to the 
growing number of people seeking help through 

the Mission.  The attendance at lunch remains high 
and those taking advantage of the food pantry to 
help feed their family is substantial as well.  We are 

also seeing higher numbers visiting the baby room 
for diapers and formula.  God is blessing and we 
know that you are a part of that blessing.  

  

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! 
 
 



February Benefit Concert  

February 27th is the date of our benefit concert with 

great music and a dessert reception at the Richfield 
Church of the Nazarene.  Tickets are only $10.00 
each and will be available soon.  Call 767-5312 

leave a message and we will get in contact with 
you as soon as possible.  This is a major fundraiser 
for the Mission and we look forward to your 

participation.  The musicians are of the highest 
quality and will perform a variety of music styles.  
This promises to be an evening that you will not 

want to miss. 
 

Memorial Roll 
Richard Potter  
Cordia Goyette 
June Stoddard 
 

 Pastorôs Corner 
By: Pastor Bob Cattane 
 

Whenever I heard about a mission trip through the 
church, I wished I could go. Because of finances I 
was never able.  I thought how awesome it would 
be to go to a remote part of the world where there 

are people who don’t regularly hear the gospel.  To 
help people in need and show the love of Christ to 
the less fortunate would be a great spiritual 

experience.  I no longer have to wonder what it 
would be like to go to a place like that, because I 
have been ministering in such a place for the past 

four and a half years.  The Eastside of Flint is a 
paradise for any true Christian. We are all called to 
spread the gospel and like our savior who hung 

around with the lowest of society, where else 
would we be if given the opportunity.  What a 
challenge to have a small church within a Mission 

on the front lines. On a daily basis we are 
confronted with situations that no human being 
should have to handle.  To bring the message of 

Christ to an area such as this that has been 
ravaged by sin has been very tough.  I am 
constantly reminded of the verse, “greater is He 

that is in me than he that is in the world”.  As I 
walk the streets daily I am overwhelmed with 
sadness.  Frustration is constantly crouching at my 

door.  But as I look around this city and see the 

failures, I am reminded of the many successes 
here.  Those successes no matter how many are 

enough to sustain me.  Our God is a great and 
powerful God and I still believe He wants the 
Eastside of Flint to become what He wants for us 

all, to be a holiness people.  Can this happen here?  
Most definitely!  All it takes is a small group of 
dedicated warriors who believe that no matter how 

large the opposing army is they will overcome.   
 

Mission Stats 
October: 
¶ Meals served: 1,592 (not including refills) 

¶ Pounds of food from the Food Bank: 3,081 
¶ Clothing distribution: 218 

¶ Food boxes: 537, including 80 new 
¶ Eye Doctor was there two days 

 
November: 
¶ Meals served: 976 (not including refills) 

¶ Pounds of food from the Food Bank: 4,669 
¶ Clothing distribution: 215 

¶ Food boxes: 423 

¶ Eye Doctor was there two days 
 
December: 
¶ Meals served: 1,420 (not including refills) 
¶ Pounds of food from the Food Bank: 6,667 

¶ Clothing distribution: 214 
¶ Food boxes: 423 

¶ Eye Doctor was there two days 
 

Feinstein Foundation  
“Help End Hunger in America” 
 

For the past couple of years, the Flint Eastside 
Mission has been able to receive monies from this 
foundation in the spring.  To learn more about the 

foundation, the story behind it, and the man that 
runs it, visit www.feinsteinfoundation.org.  
Essentially, we report the amount of donations that 

are received during the months of March and April, 
then we receive a portion of the foundations 
monies that they distribute to missions and food 

pantries across the country.  Please keep this in 
mind in the upcoming months! 
 

 

Wishing you a very Happy New Year  
from all of us at 

 

http://www.feinsteinfoundation.org/
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Up until now, I’ve shared stories from people that receive help from the Mission and some of those that give 

to the Mission . . . this month I’d like to share my story.  I’m beginning my fifth year at the Eastside Mission.  
As a child, I grew up poor, but didn’t realize how poor we were.  Realistically, I could have been one of the 
many that come through our doors these days for food and clothing.  I was taught from a young age to trust 

in God, and that He would provide my needs.  As I grew older, I began to understand that more and more.  As 
I matured spiritually, I fervently prayed to have a servant’s heart.  Little did I know what He had in store! 
 

Now I’ll fast forward to 2009.  To be honest, last year was a very hard year for my family.  My dear mother-in-
law was diagnosed and passed away with leukemia.  We went through pay cuts and job losses.  We lost long 
loved pets.  We endured the pain of the holidays with ones missing from the gatherings.  My faith was shaken 

and fragile.  I cried out to God “why?!”  Through all of that, the Mission was there.  Not just as a place I help 
out with . . . but as family.  A friendly hug, a smile, some food to help our family make the ends meet.  And 
meet they did!   

 
So, all of that being said, what have I learned?  I’ve learned that God’s promises are true.  He can be trusted.  
The answer might not always be what we want it to be, but He’ll pave the road and you’ll come out on the 

other side of the darkness.  Maybe not the same as before, but isn’t that the point of trials and learning to lean 
on Him? 

 

P.O. Box 90238 

Burton, MI 48509 

Stamp 

Everyone has a Story é 
By: Sammi Justice 

 


